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WISDOM
FROM THE
EAST

The closing session of
the Inter-Asian Relations
Conference held in Delhi on 2 April
1947 was a great finale to the intense
activity which marked the proceedings during
the previous ten days. Over 20,000 visitors and
delegates and observers gave a great ovation to Gandhi,
when Mrs Naidu introduced him as “one of the greatest
Asians of the age.” Gandhi addressing the gathering said that
wisdom had come to the West from the East and added : “The
first of these wise men was Zoroaster. He belonged to the East.
He was followed by the Buddha who belonged to the East-India.
Who followed the Buddha? Jesus, who came from the East. Before
Jesus was Moses who belonged to Palestine though he was born in
Egypt. After Jesus came Mohammed. | omit any reference to Krishna and
Rama and other lights. | do not call them lesser lights but they are less
known to the literary world. All the same | do not know of a single person
in the world to match these men of Asia. And then what happened? Christianity
became disfigured when it went to the West. | am sorry to have to say that,
I would not talk any further.
I have told you the story in order to make you understand that what you see in
the big cities is not the real India. Certainly, the carnage that is going on before
our very eyes is a shameful thing. As | said yesterday, do not carry the memory of that carnage
beyond the confines of India. What | want you to understand is the message of Asia. It is not to be
learnt through the Western spectacles or by imitating the atom bomb. If you want to give a message to
the West, it must be the message of love and the message of truth. | want you to go away with the
thought that Asia has to conquer the West through love and truth. | do not want merely to appeal to
your heads. | want to capture your hearts. Of course, | believe in “one world”. How can | possibly
do otherwise, when | became inheritor of the message of love that these great unconquerable
teachers left for us? In this age of democracy, in this age of awakening of the poorest of the
poor, you can redeliver this message with great emphasis. You will complete the conquest
of the West not through vengeance because you have been exploited, but with real
understanding | am confident that if all of you put your hearts together—not merely
heads—to understand the secret of the message these wise men of the East
have left to us, and if we really become worthy of that great message,
the conquest of the West will be complete.
This conquest will be loved by the West itself.
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The Voice of Sabarmati

The Ashrams established by Gandhi himself
are as follows :

The Phoenix Settlement (1904), Tolstoy Farm
(1910) both in South Africa, Satyagraha Ashram,
Sabarmati (1915-1933) and Sevagram Ashram
(since 1932).

There were many Ashrams established by the
inmates or residents of Sabarmati Ashram. The
names of some of these are mentioned below :

1. Satyasevak Ashram, Bilmora
Kasturba Seva Mandir Rajpura (Punjab)
Gandhi Nidhi, Bangalore
Sannyas Ashram, Mumbai
Swaraj Ashram, Bardoli
Kasturba Ashram, Rajkot
Vaisnavjan Karyalaya, Rajkot

Po = o &N s 98

Kasturba Sevashram, Balasor and Sarvodaya
Trust, Balasor

9. Bihar Khadi Gramodyog Sangha, Muzaffarpur
10. Swaraj Ashram, Surat

11. Khadi Karyalaya, Surat

12. Kasturba Sarvadaya Mandal, Vidarbha

13. Mahaguti Khadi Ashram Kathmandu

14. Tamilnadu Sarvadaya Sangha

15. Akhil Bharatiya Santi Sena Mondal

16. Abhaya Ashram, Calcutta

17. Rajasthan Goseva Sangha, Jaipur
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18. Harijan Sevak Sangha, New Delhi
19. Mahila Ashram, Wardha
20. Bal Ashram, Bilaspur

Gandhi established his first Ashram in India in the Kochrab area of
Ahmedabad in 1915. In 1917 the Ashram was shifted to a piece of land on
the banks of the river Sabarmati. This was also known as Satyagraha
Ashram and subsequently as Harijan Ashram. It is popularly known as
Sabarmati Ashram.

This Ashram was the home of Gandhi till 1930. In that year he
undertook the historic Dandi March and left the Ashram. Since 1930 the
Ashram functions as a centre for education of Harijan girls.

In 1948 the Millowner’s Association of Ahmedabad decided to collect a
Gandhi Memorial fund for preservation and maintenance of the Ashram at
Sabarmati. The fund was donated to Gandhi Smarak Nidhi for necessary
action. In 1959 the fund amounting to Rs. 23 lakhs was transferred to
Sabarmati Ashram Preservation and Memorial Trust. The new exquisite
building of Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya was inaugurated on 10 May 1963
by Jawaharlal Nehru.
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crucial problems faced by Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi (MKG) in the
Sabarmati Ashram. The reference Nos of the letters have been taken from

the archives of the Sabarmati Ashram.
1.

(P/6378) From M. K. Gandhi, Motihari to Friends only dated 8 July and
13 July 1917. He appeals for funds for Satyagraha Ashram. The title of
the circular is “Help a Crank.”

(P/7326) Gandhi wrote from Bombay to Maganlal at Sabarmati in
October 1920 on two issues : difficulty regarding khadi production and
scruple regarding public money.

M/7291) From Chhaganlal Gandhi at Ahmedabad to M. K. Gandhi at
Calcutta dated 6 November 1920. Report of the Ashram for 1920. Total
expenses amount to Rs. 2,46,134. Budget for 1920 1% lakh of rupees.
M/11787) From M. K. Gandhi to the people of a village nearby
Sabarmati Ashram. It is a pamphlet dated May 1927 regarding cases of
thefts in Ashram.

(P/14278) From Alexander Horace to M. K. Ghandhi dated 3 April 1928
regarding draw backs in Ashram life.

(P/13392) From M. K. Gandhi, Sabarmati to C. F. Adrews dated 26 May
1928 on the need of overhauling of the Ashram.

(P/13504) From Satish Chandra Dasgupta, Sodepur to M. K. Gandhi
dated 31 August 1928. The subject matter was Hamilton’s Sunderban
Settlement and Boring and Pipe laying methods.
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8. From M. K. Gandhi, Wardha to Satish ™
Dasgupta, Sodepur dated 27 November :
1928. The letter discussed Calcutta =
Exhibition and problems relating to

common kitchen and Bakery.
9. (P/15298) From Rabindranath Tagore, |
Santiniketan to Mira Ben dated 19
January 1929 regarding Santiniketan.

10. (M/20811) From Mira Ben to M. K.
Gandhi dated 2 April 1933 complaining *
about the mockery of discipline at the Ashram.

11. (M/21560) From Hiralal Sharma to M. K. Gandhi at Sabarmati dated 2
May 1933 regarding naturopathy treatment and Ashram management
at Sabarmati Ashram.

12. (P/21543) From M. K. Gandhi to President, Ahmedabad Municipality
dated 30 May 1933, donating Ashram Library.

(P means Printed and M means manuscript)

The institutions associated with Sabarmati Ashram are mentioned below :

1. Harijan Ashram in charge of Kanyachhatralaya and Kanyalaya (Girl's
School and Ladies Training Centre).

2. Harijan Sevak Sangha conducts Harijan Welfare Programme.

3. Ashram Gosala Trust is in charge of Dairy etc. This institution has been
sold to a private company.

4. Khadi and Gramodyog Karyalaya— This organisation operates khadi

manufacture, weaving centre and

khadi shops.

| 5. Ambar Experiment Committee.

This organisation conducts research

in Khadi production and the

improvement of the amber charka.

| The research is controlled by All

India Khadi and Village Industries

Commission.
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6. Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya consists of Gandhi Museum and Libry.
7. Gandhi Smarak Nidhi. The headquarter of Gujrat Branch is situated in
the Ashram.

Many eminent critics have argued that there were many limitations in the
Sabarmati Ashram. The gurukul system of education was strictly followed.
The students were prevented from contact with the outside world. Salima
Tyabji and S. C. Ranade described the scheme as “backward progress and
suicidal to our nation.” In 1929 Mira Behn complained that during Gandhi’s
absences from the Ashram from time to time some of the Ashram boys
became “selfish, bad mannered and wanting in a spirit of service.” The
absolute vows undertaken by the inmates of the Ashram were no guarantee
against human fallibility. Cases of petty jealousies destroyed the essence of
constructive programe. The egalitarian principles which the Ashram
advocated were opposed to social practices of the Casteridden community
which resided there.

The political contributions of the Sabarmati Ashram are highly
significant. Many ashramites were actively involved in campaigns of
Champaran and Bardoli Satyagrahas. As mentioned by Pyarelal Ashram
cadres introduced “homoeopathic doses of non-violence” throughout India.

Mahatma Gandhi’s experiments with Ashram Movement deserve more
than a passing notice. Several questions occur in this connection. Is it a
laboratory for man making character building educational experiment as

Swami Vivekananda envisaged? Is it the foundation of an egalitarian socio-
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@andhis room' in' Sabarmati Ashizimn

economic organisation? Is it simply a convenient base for grass-root Civil
Disobedience Movement?

All these are mundane questions. Gandhi had higher aims in view. The
paragraph quoted below occur in a document dated 1917 in which Gandhi
enunciated the aims and objects of the Satyagraha Ashram at Sabarmati.
The rough rendering of the passage in English is as follows.

Truth is not fulfilled by mere abstinence from telling or practising an
untruth in ordinary relations with fellowmen. Truth is God, the one and
only Reality. All other observances take their rise from the quest for and
worship of Truth. Worshippers of Truth must not resort to Untruth, even for
what they may believe to be the good of the country, and the may be required
like Prahlad civility to disobey the orders of parents and elders in virtue of
their loyalty to Truth.



Has Gandhism Failed?

Rezaul Kairm

ow that the Congress has
Nwithdrawn the Civil
disobedience movement, has lifted
the council-entry, 1is
meditating the
whether it should accept office and

ban on

over question

that, of this
committal attitude of the Congress a

on account non-
perceptible rift has been made in the
lute,—a question naturally arises in
the the has
Gandhism failed? After many fiery

mind of people,
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ordeals did Gandhism bear no
fruit?

A hundred and twenty years
ago, an almost similar question
arose in the minds of the
“Has French

Revolution failed?”

Europeans—
—when
Napoleon was crushed on the field
of Waterloo, when the allied
victorious powers triumphantly
entered Paris, abolished the
Republic, placed the Bourbons on
the vacant throne and crumbled to
dust all hopes of democracy and
self-determination?

In both the cases the answer is
an emphatic “No.” The French
Revolution did not die, it can not
die. The forces let loose by the
French Revolution are potent even
to this day and are working out,
directly and indirectly, visibly and
invisibly, the destinies of the
nations of the world today.
Similarly Gandhism has not failed,
it can not fail,—it is a powerful
force, a life-giving and soul-
nourishing energy,—it is a spirit of
restlessness which leaves nothing
unsearched nothing untried to find
its destined goal,—it is a Revolution
and Evolution in one, it is politics,
economics, sociology, ethics in
one,—Iit 1s materialism and
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spiritualism in one and the same
thing at the same time. Nay more,
it is all these things and yet it is
something more which is still in the
making.

For what ideals and principles
does Gandhism stand?—And how
has it achieved success? The
following lines are but feeble
attempts to give an answer to this
question. Gandhism stands for
complete emancipation of the
country from all sorts of bondages—
political, social, and economic,—
visibly and invisibly, directly and
indirectly it has influenced and is
influencing and will continue to
influence every sphere of the life of
the Indians for many generations to
come. It embodies in itself all the
noble ideas of chivalry and bravery.
Gandhism has created a history of
its own,—a history that will be
handled to the future generations as
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unique and novel of its kind. In the
long roll of the history of the
liberation of the enslaved people,
the future generation will learn
with pleasure and pride that, here
in India, was invented a novel
method of regaining the lost liberty
of country—a surer, nobler and
purer than any that was invented in
anywhere in the world. Where you
will hear no clanging of arms, no
piercing shrieks of an agonised
victim and yet there was a struggle,
a war that was conducted with most
peaceful and humane means. And if
there were any arm, ammunition,
and other paraphernalia of warfare
these were on the other side that
was out to crush the new method
that Gandhism came to preach.

The struggle for constitutional
reforms that was being conducted in
the pre-Gandhian period was

Gandhi News/ /& AW

If we have the
Khadi spirit in us,
then we would
surround ourselves
with simplicity in
every walk of Life.
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nothing but a timid and feeble
attempt of some armchair
politicians to lay before the feet of
the rulers an appeal, a request, a
petition, to throw on some grains of
mercy upon the helpless lot of the
people of the country. When such
request and prayer could not melt
the heart of the rulers, political
leaders of the pre-Gandhian period
did not know, or could not conceive
of any other method to regain from
the authorities even some vestige of
substantial power for the country.
All their good intentions were thus
frustrated by the noxious principle
of “Thus far and no further.”
Relying on the absolute discretion of
the authorities, such leaders
advised their countrymen to wait in
patience and silence for the coming
Millennium which, they hope, would
come spontaneously by a process of
gradual evolution of
whatever the authorities
would condescend to
concede to India.

It was just at that
time,—just at a time
when the political
atmosphere of the
country was gloomy and
morbid,—when the
people of the country

>\9|

M. K. Gandhi
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were forced into a state of
drowsiness and cowardice,—when
life itself became almost dead and
soulless and spiritless—when people
could not believe that they might do
something worth great,—when they
could not dare to utter publicly such
inoffensive words as “Swaraj”,
“Freedom”, “Liberty”,—it was at
time that a new gospel of hope and
life, regeneration and salvation was
placed before them in bold outlines,
by a lean, thin man with no other
dress than a loin-cloth to cover
him,—and lo! at once the whole
atmosphere became clear and fresh,
the whole nation, woke up from the
age-long torpor and lethargy.

Gandhi News/ /& AW
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To be precise,
Gandhism has brought
upon India a consciousness
of its national greatness
and awoke in the minds of
individual Indians a
feeling of their own power,
as such they began to feel
their own importance and
the greatness of their
mission for which no
sacrifice is beneath their
dignity. They also became
conscious of every fibre of
their strength. Gandhism
taught the people that
liberation of their country cannot be
a gift from others,—it is not a
godsend, not a boon to be thrust
upon others by a third party :—it is
something which is to be achieved
and acquired by individual
endeavour, exertion and greatness.
Let the Indians nay, every nation in
the world, have this spirit of self-
reliance and confidence inculcated
in their mind, and the task of their
liberation will be made easier and
lighter.

With a view to infuse into the
minds of the degenerate people, the
spirit of nobleness, magnanimity
and supreme sacrifices that they
may regain what was their own as a



Vol. 11, No. 4

matter of right, so that they may
shake off their indolence and do
faithfully and dispassionately what
was their duty—the novel method of
“Satyagraha” was prescribed for
such people, and the magic-wand of
“Satyagraha” gave to the somlonent
of the country from one end to the
other, a very good shaking up. Non-
Co-operation is nothing but the
active realisation of “Passive
Satyagraha”. The principle of “do
good to others” is not alone and by
itself a perfect method, it should be
supplemented by another equally
sound and practical principle—“do
not submit to evil, resist it with all
your might.” Both these ideals
which make up a perfect and
complete code of moral law, have
found their full realisation in Non-
co-operation method. This is the
fundamental principle of Gandhism
and whoever will accept this
method as ideals of his life, will
command esteem and respect of the
world and he is bound to achieve
success in everything which he
attempts.

But you will say, Non-Co-
operation is a failure, it did not or
could not bring Swaraj, it could not
close down schools and colleges
which are instrumental for the

Gandhi News/ /& AW
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slave mentality of the nation, etc.
etc. If these be the signs of failure—
then we admit defeat. But this is
seeing a thing very superficially.
Dive deep into the matter and you
will realise that neither Non-Co-
operation, nor Civil Disobedience
movement 1s a total failure,—it has
far-reaching consequences on the
life of the entire nation in the way
of their making and shaping.

This mighty upheaval, this
tremendous uprising of the
benumbed people of India which
Gandhism has brought forth in the
country is a thing unforeseen and

unprecedented in the history of
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India. And this uprising of the
people can in more than one way, be
compared with that historic French
Revolution. To a people brought up
under an alien system of
government, Gandhism is a forceful
message of hope and life. Like the
French Revolution it has not only
1ts political aspect, it has also
affected the social, economic and
moral life of the people. But the
French Revolution has no counter
part of another aspect of which
Gandhism alone can boast,—that
softening, ennobling and
spiritualising influence which
Gandhism has been able to infuse
in the minds of the people. It is this
aspect which has differentiated it
from any other political movement.
Gandhism is not a rebellion
culminating in regicide, murder and
plunder,—it is Revolution, sudden
and dynamic indeed, but peaceful,
non-violent, bloodless and yet sure
and more effective. And its
permanent fruits are clearly
perceptible in every walk of Indian
life.

When we see the teeming
millions of school children and
college boys, these future hopes of
our country—walking triumphantly
— full of palpitating life— their

Gandhi News/ /& AW
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breast erect, their every nerve
quivering with sensation, throbbing
with life and hope and joy, their
spirit undaunted and unplugged
and their energetic hand ready to
undertake any difficult task—who
were but two decades ago nothing
but a desperate mass of lifeless
corpse,— we cannot be blind to the
elevating and pervading influence of
Gandhism. And where were those
masses,— those dumb driven
masses— those loathsome depressed
classes,— those hewers of wood and
drawers of water? Neglected and
uncured for they were passing their
tedious and cheerless days in
bondage, in poverty and in
ignorance,—and Gandhism by dint
of its humanising influence, has
brought those people before the
forefront of the political movement
so that their due share may not be
robbed by any usurper—so that
they may wake up and demand
what is their legitimate share. This
all-round mass movement which is
fastly drifting towards socialistic
ideals and tendencies,—this
tremendous organisation of Labour,
this sober movement for the
emancipation of women which is
pulling down the hitherto
impregnable walls of the harems,—
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and is bringing forth the womenfolk

of the country into the field of
activity,—these and sundry other
things with them, are the direct
outcome of Gandhism. Gandhism
has set the ball rolling and it will
be rolling on and on until the goal
1s attained. Gandhism is one of
those few movements which are
productive of all good and no evil,
and in this Gandhism partakes of
the nature of religious and ethical
revolution of a country.

Satyagraha, Non-co-operation or
Civil Disobedience—are one or other

aspects of Gandhism—but
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‘Realisation’ is the quintessence of
Gandhism. In failure it does not
tumble or tremble down, in
success it does not indulge in
excesses. Repression cannot kill it,
defeat cannot humble it,—it bears
success or failure with perfect
equanimity. Let the Indians of all
parties and communities be
imbued with the true spirit of
Gandhism and India is then
destined to be great and noble,
prosperous and flourishing and
before long she will be one of the
self-governing countries in the
world.
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DIRECTOR-SECRETARY'S REPORT
on
the Programmes and Activities at
Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya, Barrackpore
from December 2016 to February 2017

1. Training for Food Processing and Preservation (05/11/2016 to 29/
01/2017) :
The Training Programme started by the Gandhi
Smarak Sangrahalaya, Barrackpore in the
previous financial year for capacity building of
local needy women has been successfully
completed. A batch of ten (10) ladies had enrolled
for the training on Food Processing and

Preservation. They have been taught to prepare
and preserve vinegar,
four types of syrups and '
squashes, three types of
jams, one type of jelly
and four types of pickles [
(two sour and two sweet).

An examination was
conducted for the
participants, which consisted of theory, viva voce as well as practical

demonstration of their skills. Certificates were awarded to the
participants on successful completion of the training.

2. All India Gandhi Museums’ Forum Meeting 2016 (16/12/2016 to 18/
12/2016) :
The All India Gandhi Museums’ Forum Meeting took place from
December 16-December 18, 2016. This time | |
the Gandhi Smarak  Sangrahalaya, §
Barrackpore hosted the meeting. The [ I
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participants were the Secretaries Directors of different Gandhi Museums
in India which included the National Gandhi Museum, New Delhi, Magan
Sangrahalaya, Wardha, Gandhi Memorial Museum, Madurai and Mani

Bhavan Gandhi Sangrahalaya, Mumbai. The meeting began on December
16, 2016 at 11am with the opening song being rendered by Smt. Sarbani
Chatterjee, Librarian of the Sangrahalaya. Next the Welcome Address
was delivered by Shri Narayan Basu, Chairman of the Managing
Committee of the Sangrahalaya. The Meeting was presided by Shri A.
Annamalai, Director, National Gandhi Museum, New Delhi. After the
inaugural session was over, the agenda of the meeting was elaborated by
Shri Annamalai. The agenda included presentation of the annual reports
of all the Sangrahalayas as well as discussion on the financial strategies
and the Tentative Plan for the Celebration of 150th Birth Anniversary of
Mahatma Gandhi in 2019. Each Sangrahalaya presented a report of its
activities for the present financial year. All the Sangrahalayas stressed
on the fact that they are trying their level best to utilize the resources
available at their disposal for betterment of their respective museums in
every way. The post lunch session was reserved for discussion of the
financial position and strategies taken by the different museums in the
present financial year. It was decided that each museum will present its
proposal of activities and the proposed budget for these activities which
will be sent to the Ministry of Culture through the National Gandhi

Museum, New Delhi for funds for financial assistance to the museums.

oo|
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On December 17, 2016 the Tentative Plan for the Celebration of 150th
Birth Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi to be organized in 2019 was
discussed at the Meeting amongst all the Sangrahalayas with relevant
and significant suggestions from all the participants. It was decided to
keep in touch and take up suggestions from each other regarding these
celebrations. The post lunch session was reserved for a visit of the
participants to Beleghata, Gandhi Bhavan, Kolkata which was
associated with the memory of Gandhiji. Gandhiji was staying at
Beleghata, Gandhi Bhavan on August 15, 2016 when India became
independent. The participants visited the museum housed within the
building. Later the participants visited Mother House, the residence
and work place of Mother Teresa, the founder of Missionaries of
Charity.

On December 18, 2016 the wvisitors were taken for a wvisit to
Santiniketan, the place associated with the memory and heritage of
Gurudev Rabindranath Tagore. They met with the Director of
Rabindra Bhavana; Professor Tapati Mukherjee with whom a very
enlightening discussion on Tagore and Santiniketan as well as the
newly formed museums and galleries opened recently at Rabindra
Bhavana Complex was carried out. A guided tour was provided to the
participants of the entire Rabindra Bhavana as well as Uttarayana
Complex which houses five different houses of Tagore viz. Udichi,
Udayan, Konarak, Shyamali and Punascha.



3. Exhibition on Environmental Awareness, at the premises of
Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya, organised by Paribesh Bandhav
Mancha, Barrackpore (28/01/2017) :

The Paribesh Bandhav Mancha, Barrackpore, an NGO working on
generating awareness on the evil effects of environmental pollution
amongst people, particularly in the Barrackpore and adjacent localities, for
over a period of time, arranged an interschool exhibition of project works
on environmental awareness at the

premises of the Sangrahalaya on &8

classes IX and X of eleven reputed
schools of the Barrackpore Sub-Division
participated in the above mentioned
programme and projects made by them §
were displayed at the venue. Among the

schools that participated on may
mention the names of some such as, Manmathanath Girls’ High School,
Swami Mahadevananda Vidyayatan, Barrackpore Girls’ High School,
Manirampur High School, Barrackpore Cantonment Girls’ High School

and many more.
N =
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4. Symposium on Biographical
Museums in Promoting Economic
Sustainability (11/02/2017) :
_ A symposium on Biographical
- | Museums in promoting FEconomic
Sustainability was organized by
@ Gandhi  Smarak  Sangrahalaya,
" Barrackpore on February 11, 2017 at

organized in order to discuss in detail
the challenges faced by biographical museums which includes economic
hurdles as a major problem and proposals for possible solutions. The

representatives of seven (7)[
museums attended the symposium
for exchange of valuable opinion.
The museums included Rabindra
Bhavana Museum, Visva Bharati,
Santiniketan, Maulana  Abul|
Kalam Azad Institute of Asian}®
Studies, Bankim Bhavan

Gaveshana Kendra, Kanthalpara,

Memorial Museum, Bhaskar Bhavan

Museum, Chintamoni Kar
Sangrahalaya, Gurusaday Museum,
Joka etc. The Welcome Address was

L delivered by Shri Pratik Ghosh,
Director- Secretary, Gandhi Smarak

Mg Sangrahalaya, Barrackpore. The
@j! Keynote Address was delivered by
v - 4Dr. Atul Chandra Bhowmick. Former
Professor. Department of Museology,
University of Calcutta. He stressed in
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his speech that in present times it

HH
HH
EH)

was absolutely necessary for
museums to devise ways and
means to sustain themselves as it
is not always possible to get
financial  support from  the
government. He outlined the
b significance of involvement of
museums in selling mementoes

e based on the collections of the
museums. And also other means such as dolls and toy making and
marketing them in collaboration with NGOs, selling publications of all

kinds etc. The representatives of all the museums subsequently put

forward their views on the theme
of the symposium giving valuable
and many a times unique
suggestions. Finally the
Valedictory Address was delivered
by Professor Tapati Mukherjee,
Adhyakha, Rabindra Bhavana,
Director, Culture and Cultural
Relations, Visva-Bharati,

Santiniketan. She emphasized on
the fact that the lives of great personalities serve as icons for the present
generation as they embody the ideal virtues and philosophy of life. So it
was not enough for biographical museums to remain as stories of life but
to involve themselves actively in
community development. There was
valuable exchange of opinion and
every participant was of the opinion
that it was absolutely necessary for
all the biographical museums to
come on a common platform and
form a forum.

oCI|
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5. Participation in the Programme on
Commemoration of International Mother
Tongue Day (Bhasa Dibas)(19/02/2017): .
The Sangrahalaya was invited to participate in the |
13th Annual Conference of the Gandhiji Janmotsav
Udjapan Committee of Naihati on the eve of
‘International Mother Tongue Day at Mulajor |
Bharatchandra Granthhagar, Shyamnagar on @
February 19, 2017. The MLA of Noapara =
Constituency, Shri Madhusudan Ghosh delivered
the Inaugural Address and the Director- Secretary

B ey _ﬁﬁ“ﬁ :!r:“ ] TEh x B&RIT SoEnog rr'ﬁ-ﬂﬁ i [a [ A
e : : H SLES o TGO Sy

Tty R e

of the Sangrahalaya delivered a speech on the significance of the Bhasa

Dibas. The Exhibition on the life and works of Gandhiji in roll-up standee
was mounted at the venue of the programme and the documentary titled
Role of Barrackpore in the Freedom Movement of India was shown.
The Sangrahalaya also set up a temporary counter consisting of
publications and other articles related to Mahatma Gandhi. The
participants were [ ;
overwhelmed about the |
articles at the counter
related to Gandhiji. The
programme received

positive feedback from
the audience.
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6. Training for Hand Batik (04/02/
2017) :

A new batch of trainees has
enrolled in the training for hand batik
organized from February 04, 2017, by
the Sangrahalaya as part of its
" programme for financial capacity
oY building for the local needy ladies. The

participants will be taught to make
handkerchiefs, table cloths, dupattas and wall hangings in this training.

. Special Lecture on ‘“&i&w freifoga ~fatefrre aoum frraegR e’

(Evaluation of the Present Education System in Light of
Gandhiji’s Educational Thought) (28/02/2017) :

The Sangrahalaya
organized a special
lecture on the topic
“Gandhijir
Sikshachintar
Pariprekshite
Bartaman Siksha
Byabasthhar
Mulyayan”
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(Evaluation of the
present education
system in light of |
Gandhiji’s educational
thought) on February
28, 2017 at 1its
premises. The
participants included F}
sixty (60) students and :
teachers of Ashok- |

Nilay Nivedita College

of Education, Ullon, Ramlochanpur, South 24 Parganas. The Welcome
Address was delivered by Shri Pratik Ghosh, Director-Secretary, Gandhi
Smarak Sangrahalaya, Barrackpore. Two eminent speakers were invited

to deliver their valuable opinion on the theme of the lecture. They were
Professor Ashok Kumar Mukhopadhyay, former Subhash Chandra
Professor, Department of Political Science, University of Calcutta and
Shri Swapan Kumar Chakraborty, Headmaster, Bhadrapara Gilarchhat
High School, Raidighi, South 24 Parganas. Professor Mukhopadhyay, in
his lecture stressed on the utility of Gandhiji’s idea of Nai Talim and
Sarvodaya (welfare for all) whereas Shri Chakraborty emphasized on the
significance of value education which was given so much importance by
Gandhiji, for an ideal life.
Finally, at the end of the
lecture there was a panel
discussion between the
speakers and the
" participants where
" relevant questions based
on the theme of the
lecture were raised by the
participants and
+ answered by the
' speakers. The
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participants were provided a guided tour of the Sangrahalaya and shown
the documentary titled Role of Barrackpore in the Freedom Movement of
India after the lecture got over.

8. Mobile Exhibition :

¢ At Deuribarh Kiranprava |

Vidyamandir High School,
Bajkul, East Midnapore

(12/01/2017) §

The Sangrahalaya visited | &%

Deuribarh Kiranprava g
Vidyamandir High School at |¢&8
Bajkul, in the district of Purba
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with their Mobile Exhibition
and Daylong Programme. The
mobile exhibition set Alokchitre
Teen Mahajibon (three great
personalities in photographs—
Gurudev Rabindranath Tagore.
Mahatma Gandhi and Netaji
Subhash Chandra Bose) in roll- S 20 # :
up standee was mounted at the L. s 0
school premises. After this the y l

documentary titled Role of Barrackpore in the Freedom Movement of
India was shown. Finally, the students of the school participated in an
audio-visual spot quiz, consisting of twenty (20) questions on the life
and works of Mahatma Gandhi, which was conducted by the
Sangrahalaya. Prizes were awarded to the winners of the quiz. The
programme proved to be a very unique experience for both the students
as well as the staff of the school and received tremendous amount of

positive response from them.

At Rasakhowa High School, Karandighi, Uttar Dinajpur (14/02/
2017)

On February 14. 2017 the Sangrahalaya visited Rasakhowa High
School. Karandighi. Uttar Dinajpur with their Mobile Exhibition and
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Daylong Programme. The mobile exhibition set Alokchitre Teen
Mahajibon (three great personalities in photographs— Gurudev
Rabindranath Tagore. Mahatma Gandhi and Netaji Subhash Chandra
Bose) in roll-up standee was mounted at the school premises. After this
the documentary titled Role of Barrackpore in the Freedom Movement
of India was shown. Finally, the students of the school participated in
an audio-visual spot quiz, consisting of twenty (20) questions on the life
and works of Mahatma Gandhi, which was conducted by the
Sangrahalaya. Prizes were awarded to the winners of the quiz. The
Sangrahalaya was lauded for the presentation of the programme by the
School authorities and the response from the students was extremely
positive too.
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9. Special visits
¢ Shri Vijay Dube, the General Manager, of Vijaya Bank Eastern Region,
visited the Sangrahalaya along with his family and sixty four (64)
employees of different branches of the bank, on January 22, 2017. They
were provided with a guided tour of the Sangrahalaya and shown the

Shri Paritosh Roy, Secretary, Department of Rural Development, Government of West Bengal
visited the Sangrahalaya on February 13, 2017




Vol. 11, No. 4 Gandhi News/ & Fgqw G- 2054

Shri Vijay Dube, General Manager of Vijaya Bank Eastern Region visited the Sangrahalaya on
January 22, 2017.

documentary titled Role of Barrackpore in the Freedom Movement
of India. On seeing the display Shri Dube commented, “Inspiring and
humble experience- congrats and thanks to the museum officials for
their excellent endeavours.” Mrs. Anjana Dube, wife of Shri Dube also
commented positively regarding the display of the Sangrahalaya
saying, “Very courteous staff and great experience on life and
teachings of Bapu. Thank You”.

¢ Shri Paritosh Roy, Secretary, Department of Rural Development,
Government of West Bengal visited the Sangrahalaya on February 13,
2017 along with his friends and family. He was provided with a guided
tour of the Sangrahalaya. On seeing the display he commented, “sii&!
HE FREAZA G0 SfCTS 2T | S o7 Sl SIS Helailsl | AR T 75
] & v’ (I am overwhelmed on visiting the Gandhi Smarak
Sangrahalaya. I have been able to know about the Father of the Nation

clearly. Sincere thanks to the museum authorities).

8Q|
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10. Group Visits :
¢ On December 3, 2016, eighty (80) students of St. Stephens School,
Habra, visited the Sangrahalaya

accompanied by their Principal, teachers and
staff for an educational excursion. They were

Sangrahalaya
and later
shown  the

documentary |
titled Role §
of Barrackpore in the Freedom
Movement of India. One of the
teachers Shri Arup Kumar Sarkar

- . al ;
“Precious collection with | . Sephens School, Habra
satisfaction!” (03/12/2016)

¢ About 200 students of classes I and II of The Assembly of Angels

Secondary School visited the Sangrahalaya for an educational tour on

remarked about  the display,

| the teachers on seeing the display
commented, “Well maintained!” (19 / 01 /
2017)

¢ Thirteen (13) students of the Department
| of Philosophy, Sreerampore College visited

| the Sangrahalaya along with their Professor,
Dr. Prabhakar Bhattacharya on January 21,
| 2017. They were provided with a detailed
¢ guided tour of the Sangrahalaya and later
et | shown the documentary titled Role of
: Barrackpore in the Freedom Movement
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of India. Dr. Bhattacharya who
frequently arranges wvisits to the
Sangrahalaya for his students
remarked, “Like last year we have
brought our students to introduce
themselves to the life and works of
the great soul.” (21/01/2017)

¢ A group of 23 foreign tourists from
UK came to visit the Sangrahalaya
on January 24, 2017 as part of the
itinerary of a tour organized by the
Department of Tourism,

Government of India. They were

provided with a guided tour of the
galleries of the Sangrahalaya. Two

Foreign Tourists from UK

of the visitors left extremely

positive comments about the Sangrahalaya. Mr. Brian Higgins from
New Midland, England wrote, “Excellent Presentation” and Mr.
David Ranle from Kent, England wrote, “Very good and clearly
explained!” (24/01/2017)

¢ On February 6, 2017 near about seventy (70) students of Springdale

Primary School, Kalyani visited the Sangrahalaya for an educational

tour along with their teachers. They were provided with a guided
tour of the Sangrahalaya and shown
the documentary titled Role of
» Barrackpore in the Freedom
Movement of India. Smt. Sudipta
Saha, the Headmistress of the
institution on seeing the display of the
Sangrahalaya  commented, “Very

Springdale Primary School, Kalyani Good”. (06/02/2017)

8q|
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for an educational tour. They

were provided with a guided tour
of the Sangrahalaya. One of the
teachers Smt. Subhasree Sarkhel -
commented, “Very Good” on |
seeing the display of the
Sangrahalaya. (09/02/2017)

¢ On .
rT ] February Sanat Roychowdhury Institution for Girls, Kolkata
17, 20

and 21, 2017 near about two hundred and

forty (240) students of classes IV and V of

visited the Sangrahalaya in three (3)
batches of eighty (80) each (on each day) for
educational tour. They were provided with a
guided tour of the Sangrahalaya and shown
% the documentary titled Role of

i Barrackpore in the Freedom Movement
B\ of India. (17/02/2017, 20/02/2017 and 21/
02/2017).

11. Total number of wvisitor who visited
Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya, Barrackpore
during the period December, 2016 to
# February, 2017 (excluding the participants of
| various programme)— 4,750




